"The Great Flood of 1861-1962" 


The Great Flood of 1861-1862 


Source 


The Works of Hubert Howe Bancroft 
"History of California" Vol. VII 1860-1890 
Published 1890 


The great flood of 1861-2 was marked, especially in the 
northern half, by disasters never before equalled. [In Yolo, 
Indian mounds of great antiquity were swept away. The 
Stanislaus washed down banks formed centuries ago. On Russian 
River, an adobe building several decades old disappeared, and 
everywhere the rivers presented scenes of desolation, bearing 
along trees and buildings, broken fences and household com- 
modities, and dead sheep and cattle, with now and then a 
human victim. The denuded banks offer so little check to the 
accumulating waters that in some places the dry bed may be 
converted into a raging current within a few hours. 


The official report of the flood, in Cal. Jour. Sen., 
1863 ap. 3, p. 42-50, 89-102 points to the cause in the 
excessive snowfall in the mountains during November and 
December, followed by unusually heavy and warm rains in 
December and January. For details of damage, see "San 
Francisco Bulletin", “Sacramento Union", and "Alta™ for 
December 1861-February 1862, extending from Klamath 
southward, the hills of San Mateo not escaping. The fullest 
accounts are collected in “Cal. Floods, Scraps", passim; 
including information on previous and subsequent floods, to 
be found also in the San Jose "Daily Guide™ (Sold by Mr. Porter 
to the Mercury on 1872) for the months of December 1861, 
January and February 1862. 
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